
Dennis John Holty
March 9, 1947 - March 16, 2015

Dennis John Holty, 68, Spring Grove, MN died suddenly on Monday, March
16, 2015 near the farm he purchased from his grandfather, Oscar, located on
Highway 44, between Spring Grove and Mabel. 

 Dennis was born at the hospital in Spring Grove, March 9, 1947 to Lorren and
Genevieve (Landsom) Holty. He loved the farm and farmed in partnership with
his father and then later, his son. One of his first major purchases on his own
was 140 acres of land we called the “Pasture Farm”. Many great times playing
in the creek, hiking, weenie roasts, along with the practical aspect of being an
excellent spot to pasture cattle. He was fortunate to have an aunt, Kathy, who
was close in age and also fond of mischief and fun. He received a '66
Mustang as a graduation gift that was also a source of entertainment,
including a first-time trip to Chicago with a Mustang-load of teenagers. 

 Dennis lived at home until he married his wife of 38 years, Betty, on December
18, 1976. They met at a Lundstrum Bible Study hosted by Betty at her home
in Burr Oak. Dennis was a friendly man who wasn't long on talking. When he
called to ask the minister to marry them he asked Pastor Kirk how he was
doing that day ... twice. When they married Dennis also adopted Bertha Lou
and Christina. They cattle shopped on their honeymoon tour around Iowa and
actually purchased a bull they named "Honey". 
Their family was later joined by a daughter, Janelle, and a son, Ben. All four of
the kids enjoyed the activities on the farm and Dennis was very involved in
helping them with their menagerie of 4-H critters and projects. 



Dennis was an active member of Calvary Evangelical Free Church in Spring
Grove his entire life. 

 While Denny wasn't a huge talker, it was worthwhile to pay attention when he
did talk - he had usually been thinking about what he was going to say for
awhile. He enjoyed speaking at various churches as a representative of the
Gideon organization, of which he was a long-time membe,r as well as one of
its dedicated advocates. He found satisfaction in handing out Bibles in many
different situations: schools, jails and just last Saturday evening, at a Youth
Concert in Spring Grove. He truly believed that the Word of God distributed
would not return void. 

 In recent years he has enjoyed doing projects around the house, helping Betty
in the garden, marketing his eggs and meeting new people at the Farmers
Market. 

 Dennis is survived by his wife Betty (Clark), his mother Genevieve (Landsom)
Holty, daughter Bertha (Kevin) Franzen, daughter Christina (Manuel) Fajardo,
daughter Janelle (Todd) Halverson and son Ben Holty. Four grandchildren,
Autumn, Jose, Travis and Elizabeth and one great-grandchild, Joey. He was
preceded in death by his father, Lorren Holty, his mother and father in law,
Glenn and Marjorie Clark, and an infant brother.



Cemetery Details

Trinity Lutheran Cemetery

Hwy 44
Spring Grove, MN 55974

Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 19. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Calvery Evangelical Free Church
20482 State 44 

 P.O. Box 428
Spring Grove, MN 55974
calvaryefc@springgrove.coo[p

Service

MAR 20. 11:00 AM (CT)

Calvery Evangelical Free Church
20482 State 44 

 P.O. Box 428
Spring Grove, MN 55974
calvaryefc@springgrove.coo[p

mailto:calvaryefc@springgrove.coo[p
mailto:calvaryefc@springgrove.coo[p
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Vickie Roeske - March 20, 2015 at 10:31 AM

Dear Jenny, Betty and family - you are in my thoughts and prayers.
May the Lord bring you comfort and peace as you remember the gift
of Dennis. Love, Dennis and Vickie (Bulman) Roeske

Diane Nerstad - March 19, 2015 at 12:50 PM

I was a classmate of Dennis and have always
thought he was a good person.My deepest
sympathy to the family. Diane Nerstad

Mary Herman - March 19, 2015 at 08:42 AM

Janelle, My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family
during this tough time. As I experience the loss of my dad in
December I learned that the stories and memories you will hear
over the next days and weeks will help you to get through the rough
times down the road. Please know that you have the support of
many people around you during this time. 

  
Mary Herman
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Leon L. - March 18, 2015 at 03:42 PM

Leon L. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for
the family of Dennis John Holty.

eric Garcia - March 18, 2015 at 11:45 AM

I first met dennis when looking for a hog to roast. i was frantic,
looking for two days and a lot of mouths to feed. i arrivved and was
directed toward a hayfield. we found the tractor and walked out. it
wasn't running!!??! Where was he? We got closer. here he was
taking a nap in a field of clover.he was truly one with the earth and
I'm still learning what he already knew, slow down and enjoy. god
bless you dennis
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